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730 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, MA 02476 
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webmasterWtown.arlington.ma.us 


August 18 2010 Meeting Minutes 

Arlington Human Rights Commission Minutes - Final 
August 18, 2010 


Present : Sheri Baron, Christine Carney, Stacy Davison, Gary Horowitz, Chair Nancy Rhoads, M arlene Schultz, Bill Shea, Suzie 
T alukdar 

Absent : MarlissaBriggett, Vita Cohen, Jorge Loayza, Nick Minton, Nancy Sweeney 
Guests : Barbara Boltz, Clare Gordon, Jane Howard, Susan Lee, Jill Lewis, Carol Marine 

Open Forum - Chair Rhoads gpve a summary of events to interested guests who came tonight, regarding the July meeting with 
School Committee members. Though the issue has been resolved since that meeting, our guests expressed concern for students 
who participate or not participate in saying the Pledge of Allegiance. The Chair assured them that there would be a watchful eye 
on students as they return to school in September when the Pledge is led over the public address system. Ms. Howard 
commended the Chair and the AHRC for their efforts and for working with the School Committee and the Arlington Police 
Department when these serious issues came to light and spoke of the need to encourage groups to talk about civil discourse. The 
Chair reinforced that the HRC has begun a self-evaluation process and is looking for better ways to educate the community in the 
future. 

Carol Marine. Citizen’s Housing and Planning Association - Our guest this evening spoke to the commission and other 
attendees of the issues in promoting and producing affordable housing under Chapter 40B in Arlington and surrounding 
communities. The question of the need for affordable housing will be on the ballot in November. Ms. Marine gpve a history as to 
why this program was started over 451 years ago and that the need is till as acute, after all these years. She explained how it was 
created to work with developers to provide housing for those whose income is below the medium income and how 10% of all new 
developments must be 40B housing. She listed the terms of accomplishment, the flaws in development planning, current 
regulations, the results of a study done by Tufts, and also, warned of the wording of the question on the ballot. A ‘yes’ vote will 
take away 40B and a ‘no’ vote is in support of 40B - the opposite of what one might think if one is not careful when reading the 
question on the ballot. She asked the HRC to consider endorsing the program by writing letters, placing lawn signs, working at the 
polls to support, drive people to the polls, and encouraged speaking to friends about the program. She reiterated that the 40B 
program is not perfect but to repeal it without something else in place is not a good thing. Chair Rhoads thanked her for the 
presentation and explained that the commission would discuss her request later on at this meeting and get back to her. 

Review of July Minutes - M inutes accepted as amended. 

Review of S ubcommittees - Tabled at this time. 


http://www.arl i ng tonma.g ov/Publ i c__Documents/Ar I i ng tonM A_H umRg tsM i n/2010/S018C 9A74?textPag e= 1 


1/2 



2/12/2014 


Town of Arlington, MA- August 18 2010 Meeting Minutes 


Town Day - Members were requested to sign-up for a time convenient for them to tend the HRC tables at Town Day on 
Saturday, September 25 th . After much discussion, it was decided to have a Human Rights information questionnaire available for 
those who may visit our table and have a drawing for a gift certificate from one of four restaurants in town for those who 
participate. Commissioner Carney will do something for children; Commissioner Davison will work on the questionnaire. Final 
details will be worked out at our next meeting. 

Incidents and Complaints 

Chair Rhoads reported on an incident on July 9 th that was addressed by the APD. She tried to contact the parties involved but 
spoke only to one party. The Chair wrote letters to all involved informing them of their rights and extended an invitation to them 
to attend a meeting or contact us if they wish. There has been no response at this time. 

Subcommittee Reports 

Dialogues - The Chair reported that after meeting with Christine Connolly, Director of Health and Human Services, it was 
decided to not schedule dialogues, as we know them this year, but rather use our resources to work with a consultant to broaden 
ideas of how the HRC can better work to inform and educate the community. Discussion tabled until next meeting. 

S chools - Chair Rhoads suggested we have a liaison for each school with the plan to attend PTO and school council meetings just 
to let people know who we are and what we do and to make ourselves available to Supt. Bodie and principals, especially at the 
Ottoson and High Schools. 

Policies and Procedures n/a 

Community Outreach - Commissioner Baron referred to the Senior Center and Advocate recent articles and events regarding: 
‘Telling our story.’ She suggested possibly using that format down the road to educate the community on the mission of the HRC. 

Other Business - 

Copies of the new Open Meeting Law released by the Town Legpl Department were distributed to all Commissioners. 

Chair Rhoads is still working on suggestions for a new logo for our stationary, etc. and creating a website. 

Motion to adjourn was made and approved. 

Submitted by: 

Marylynn Cornell 
Staff Assistant 
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